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CONTRACTS OF BOARDS OF HEALTH. 

THE MAINE SUPREME COURT HOLDS THAT A CONTRACT BETWEEN A BOARD OF 
HEALTH AND ONE OF ITS MEMBERS IS VOID. 

The Supreme Judicial Court of Maine, in an opinion which is pub- 
lished on page 2967 of this issue of the Public Health Reports, decided 
that a contract for services entered into by a board of health with 
one member of the board was not valid. 

The plaintiff was one of the three members of the board of health of 
Rumford, Me. He was employed by the board at an agreed com- 
pensation of $10 a day to care for a patient suffering with a con- 
tagious disease. The court decided that the contract was illegal and 
void. There was no fraud or concealment in its making, and the 
contract was reasonable in itself; but the court considered that each 
member of the board occupied a position of trust, and that it was 
improper for one member to place himself in a situation where his 
personal interest in making the contract and in its performance might 
be antagonistic to a proper performance of his duties to the com- 
munity as a member of the board. In other words, it was not proper 
for him as a member of the board to take part in the making of a 
contract with himself as an individual; and even if he took no part 
in the actual making of the contract, his position as a member of the 
board would be likely to influence the action of the other members. 

The court, however, intimated that, as the services were actually 
rendered, and the community should in fairness pay for them, it 
might be possible for him to recover what the services were reason- 
ably worth as though no contract had been made. 



VIRULENT SMALLPOX. 

A REPORT OF THE OUTBREAK AT NEW BEDFORD, MASS., MAY I4-JULY 28, 1915. 

By E. F. Cody, Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. S. Public Health Servic3. 

Between May 14 and July 28, 1915, there were reported and quar- 
antined in New Bedford 23 cases of smallpox, of which 10 were fatal, 
giving a fatality rate of 43.3 per cent. The disease was of the virulent 
type. The eruption was abundant, being in 10 cases confluent and 
in 4 hemorrhagic. 

The source of the original infection was not discovered. It was 
found that in case No. 3 (see table) the patient had been ill with con- 
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